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        On 3 February, the JSPS San Francisco Office held its 2018 Winter Researcher Gathering at the Da-
vid Brower Center in Berkeley. This biannual gathering provides an opportunity for Japanese researchers 
to expand their networks while sharing their research. ParƟcipants also swap views on differences be-
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tween research in the US and Japan.  

         JSPS fellows, Japanese researchers (both residing and visiƟng the US), and higher educaƟon admin-
istrators aƩended both the event and an evening networking session. In total, 66 individuals parƟcipat-
ed in the day’s acƟviƟes. In addiƟon, nine JSPS fellowship alumni working as Principle InvesƟgators in 
projects here in the US came to the recepƟon.  

        UC Berkeley Professor Hitoshi Murayama (Department of Physics and Center for Japanese Studies, 
University of Tokyo) delivered an engaging keynote presentaƟon on the birth of the universe and how 
its evoluƟon and future are being studied. He also introduced the Kavli InsƟtute for the Physics and 
MathemaƟcs of the Universe (of which he is the founding director) at the University of Tokyo, and the 
part that the InsƟtute plays in the Japanese government’s World Premier InternaƟonal Research Center 
IniƟaƟve (WPI Program), which supports world-class research centers while raising the global visibility of 
research in Japan. 

        Prof. Murayama also brought the audience up to speed on the latest research being advanced on 
gravitaƟonal waves, astronomy and the nature of the universe. He expertly broke down these knoƩy 
topics into language easy-to-understand for people in the audience who were not theoreƟcal physicists. 
So informed, they eagerly parƟcipated in a lively quesƟon and answer session. 

        At the networking recepƟon, which followed a keynote lecture, Japanese researchers and JSPS fel-
lowship alumni mingled, talking with each other about their research and their life and acƟviƟes in the 
internaƟonal academic world. At the end of the day, the event had proven to be an ideal opportunity to 
reconnect with old friends and make new acquaintances. 

        JSPS Washington Office director Dr. Kohji Hirata and San Francisco Office director Dr. Toru Tamiya 
used this event as an opportunity to present Prof. Eishi Asano of Wayne State University School of Medi-
cine (Departments of Pediatrics and Neurology) and Prof. Shoichiro Ono of Emory University 
(Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine) with the JSPS Bridge Award.  

        This Award, newly established by JSPS’s two offices in the US, recognizes researchers from Japan 
who are working at insƟtuƟons in the US, acƟvely promoƟng internaƟonalizaƟon within the broader re-
search community, and mentoring the next generaƟon of Japanese researchers.  

        JSPS San Francisco will hold its next Researcher Gathering this summer in Berkeley.  

(ConƟnued from page 1) 
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   PAST EVENTS  

    On February 8-9, a conference on "The PoliƟ-

cal Economy of Japan under the Abe Government" 

was held at Stanford University. The conference 

was co-sponsored by Stanford University’s Shoren-

stein Asia-Pacific Research Center (APARC) in part-

nership with the Freeman Spogli InsƟtute for Inter-

naƟonal Studies.  

        The event featured deep insight from experts 

in a variety of fields, including energy, environ-

ment, governance, internaƟonal relaƟons, and se-

curity from both Japan and the United States. Dur-

ing his opening remarks JSPS San Francisco Office 

Director Toru Tamiya, thanked the parƟcipants for 

their contribuƟons. The objecƟve of this confer-

ence was to present and discuss papers that ad-

dressed the poliƟcal economy of the Abe admin-

istraƟon focusing on the following three themes:  

First, what economic policies has the Abe govern-

ment sought to implement and to what extent they 

have achieved their objecƟves parƟcularly in re-

gards to the “Abenomics” and “Womenomics” 

plaƞorms? Second, how has the Abe government 

influenced some of the longstanding debates in 

Japanese poliƟcs? Some panels argued that this 

administraƟon represents a significant change from 

the many years of poliƟcal transiƟon and instabil-

ity. Third, how has Abe’s foreign policy focusing on 

security influenced the broader region? Also dis-

cussed was Japan’s energy policy in the aŌermath 

of Great Tohoku Earthquake of 2011. The papers 

presented at the conference will be edited into a 

conference volume that should be published by 

2020.  

        JSPS San Francisco will conƟnue to support 

events like this that strengthen global academic 

exchange. 

        For more informaƟon about JSPS San Francisco 

Office, please contact us: webmaster@jspsusa-

sf.org or visit our website: hƩp://www.jspsusa-

sf.org/index.php 

Stanford Symposium “The PoliƟcal Economy of Japan 
under the Abe Government” co‐sponsored by JSPS 
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Fellowships for Research in Japan   
InformaƟonal Session & Networking at the Stanford University(1/30), University of 

California, San Diego(UCSD)(2/21) , University of California, Berkeley(UCB)(3/13) 

     JSPS San Francisco held fellowship infor-

mation and networking sessions at the Stanford Uni-

versity, UCSD and UCB. 

     With the generous help from several universi-

ty staff members, numerous participants came to 

learn about the JSPS’s fully-funded fellowships for 

research in Japan and to connect with fellow re-

searchers. 

     The sessions drew a large variety of research-

ers at different career stages from different fields, 

including late-term doctoral students, postdocs and 

faculty members.  

   The JSPS would like to thank JSPS alumni Jus-

Ɵn Gardner (Assistant Professor, Department of Psy-

chology, Stanford University), Stuart AnsƟs  (Emeritus 

Professor, Department of Psychology, UCSD), and 

Mike Boots  (Professor, Department of IntegraƟve 

Biology, UC Berkeley )  for sharing their experiences 

researching in Japan on JSPS Fellowships. Their talks 

were the highlights of each session, providing at-

tendees with valuable insight through their first-

hand perspectives. 

   The JSPS also thanks guests from Japanese Uni-

versity Network in the Bay Area (JUNBA), Kazuhiko 

Hasegawa (Regional Director, Osaka University 

North American Center for Academic IniƟaƟves) and 

Yoichi Aizawa (Executive Director, San Francisco Of-

fice, Waseda USA)  for their participation in the 

short networking events following each session. 

They shared viewpoints about the state of research 

in Japan and their experience of accepting overseas 

researchers. 

    JSPS San Francisco will continue to hold regular 

networking info sessions at universities around the 

Bay Area. All interested researchers are welcome to 

attend. 

  For more information about upcoming info ses-

sions, as well as fellowship eligibility, and other de-

tails, please contact the JSPS San Francisco Office: 

fellowships@jspsusa-sf.org or visit us at our web-

site:  

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-fellow/ 

   

Networking at  Stanford University Alumni Talk at Stanford University 
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   PAST INFORMATION SESSIONS  

When Where 

January 30, 2018 Stanford University 

February 21, 2018 University of California, San Diego 

March 13, 2018 University of California, Berkeley 

JSPS San Francisco will continue to hold informational sessions at universities on the West Coast.  
Please check our website for the most updated information:  http://www.jspsusa-sf.org/fellowships.html 

Opening Remarks at UCSD Networking at UCSD 

Opening Remarks at UCB Alumni Talk at UCB 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

APRIL 

 

 
 

 

  

JULY ÊÙ AUGUST 

 

 

 

Symposium Sponsored by Japan Society for PromoƟon of Science, 

UC San Diego  

Date: April 26‐27 2018 

Details coming soon 

Industry 4.0 and Society 5.0: ArƟficial Intelligence and 

the Social Sciences 

 

The  gathering provides an opportunity for Japanese researchers to 
expand their networks through sharing their research, as well as 
viewpoints on differences in research environments and methods 
between the U.S. and Japan.  

 

Date: TBD (July or August) 

Venue: TBD (in Berkely) 

Details coming soon 

 

Summer Japanese Researcher Gathering 
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   NEWS FROM JAPANESE UNIVERSITIES 

Shinshu University’s Academic Exchange in Law with 
Brazil  

○Academic Agreement with University of Sao Pau-

lo (USP) 

        Shinshu University  executed an academic 
agreement with the University of Sao Paulo (USP) 
in 2015. Under this academic agreement, Professor 
Akiyo Shimamura had the opportunity to study La-
bor Law and Social Security Law at University of 
Sao Paulo, from March of 2016 to February of 
2017.  

○Japanese law lecture in Judicial School in Rio de 

Janeiro 

        On the 1st of September 2016, Shinshu Univer-
sity arranged a visit of Japanese professors to the 
Labor Court of Rio de Janeiro, followed by lectures 
in the Judicial School on Japanese Labor Law to an 
audience of Brazilian labor judges.  

○Japanese law lessons for graduate students of 

USP 

        Due to a special invitaƟon made by Associate 
Professor Antonio Rodriguez de Freitas Junior, Pro-
fessor Shimamura gave lessons on Japanese law to 
graduate students in collaboraƟon with professor 
Freitas from August to December of 2016. The les-
sons were  called “InternaƟonal MigraƟon of Work-
ers and Social ProtecƟon: Brazil-Japan”. Professor 
Freitas held another lecture under the subject 
“ComparaƟve Study of Brazil-Japan” in the first se-
mester of 2017.  

○Brazil-Japan InternaƟonal Seminar on “LiƟgaƟon 

and Society” 

        These led to on an internaƟonal seminar, 
which was divided into 8 different sessions, such as 

labor law, alternaƟve dispute resoluƟon procedure 
(ADR), judicial transacƟon etc. Each session was 
aƩended by reporters from Brazil and Japan. In the 
ADR session, Associate Professor Elizabeth TippeƩ 
of Oregon University in the United States joined as 
well. Over 70 parƟcipants from Japan, Brazil, USA, 
Canada and Taiwan, acƟvely parƟcipated in discus-
sions which made for a fulfilling seminar.  

○Academic agreement with the Brazilian Federal 

Judge AssociaƟon 

        In the closing session, an academic agreement 
was reached between the Faculty of Economics 
and Law and the Brazilian Federal Judge Associa-
Ɵon. This was the result of a visit to the Federal 
Court of CuriƟba in February 2017 in order to study 
the operaƟon of plea bargaining, through which 
many cases of corrupƟon of famous poliƟcians 
were exposed, and to discuss the maƩer with 
Judge Gabriela Hardt. The Faculty of Economics 
and Law was also fortunate enough to meet with 
Judge Sergio Moro, who was awarded in Time 
Magazine's list of the 100 Most InfluenƟal People 

(ConƟnued on page 8) 
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and in 10th place on Bloomberg Businessweek's 
list of 50 Most InfluenƟal People in the World of 
Finance. It is also worth menƟoning that Judge 
Bruno Takahashi, a judge who works mainly with 
social security cases, took an important role in 
the execuƟon of the agreement and in the publi-
caƟon of arƟcles with Professor Shimamura. 

○InsƟtuƟonal visits in Tokyo 

        On 11th and 12 of January it was carried out 
insƟtuƟonal visits in Tokyo. We visited the Su-
preme Court, the NaƟonal Tax Tribunal and the 
Life Insurance AssociaƟon on January 11 
(Thursday), and visited the University of Tokyo 
and the Central Labor RelaƟons Commission, on 
January 12 (Friday). 

(Related ArƟcle on Shinshu University Homepage: 

hƩp://www.shinshu-u.ac.jp/english/topics/

research/brazil-japan_interna.html) 

○Academic exchange: Next steps 

        Finally, it is also important to menƟon that 
Ms. Yuri Nabeshima, who is a Brazilian aƩorney 
and the graduate candidate of USP, is another 
key person who maintains academic interacƟon 
with USP. She is developing a comparaƟve study 
of both countries’ legal systems along with Pro-
fessor Shimamura. She is currently in Japan now 
as a visiƟng researcher in Shinshu University to 
collect material to her PhD project. 

The preparaƟon of the next internaƟonal semi-
nar that will be held in Sao Paulo in 2019 has al-
ready begun. 
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    UTokyo New York Office was co-founded by 
the University of Tokyo’s InsƟtute of Industrial Sci-
ence (IIS) and the InsƟtute of Medical Science 
(IMSUT) in September of 2015 with the aim of pro-
moƟng internaƟonal collaboraƟon and academic 
exchange with an emphasis on engineering and 
medical science.  

 

6 November 2015  Open InnovaƟon for Future 
Medicine 

        The mulƟdisciplinary seminar was organized to 
commemorate the opening of the UTokyo New 
York Office and aƩracted more than 120 parƟci-
pants from academia, industry, as well as alumni 
associaƟons of UTokyo in the USA. Speakers includ-
ed Yoshinori Murakami, Dean of IMSUT; Teruo Fu-
jii, Director General of IIS; Kevin Eggan, Harvard 
University; Michel Sadelain, Memorial Sloan KeƩer-
ing Cancer Center; Roger M. PerlmuƩer, Merck Re-
search Laboratories; and Ken Furuya, ExecuƟve 
Vice President of UTokyo.  

 

20 January 2017  Aiming for a Fusion of Engineer-
ing and Medical Science -AcƟviƟes and Prospects 
for the UTokyo New York Office’ 

        The Symposium was held at the ConvenƟon 

Hall of  IIS in Tokyo, and organized by the IIS and 
IMSUT in cooperaƟon with the UTokyo New York 
Office. The main goal of the gathering was to share 
the latest acƟviƟes of the Office with members of 
the audience. 

 

8 September 2017  Tokyo – New York Stem Cell 
Summit 

        This one day Summit was organized by The 
New York Stem Cell FoundaƟon (NYSCF) and The 
University of Tokyo in order to promote stem cell 
research globally. Speakers from Japan and the 
USA described their latest research findings on 
stem cells and innovaƟve engineering with a view 
to improving the translaƟon of research from the 
lab to real-world applicaƟons. 

This meeƟng was designed for those with an inter-
est in translaƟonal medicine, and highlighted re-
search and advances in the field of stem cells and 
engineering innovaƟons that could improve trans-
laƟonal research process. 

 

3 November 2017  UTokyo NY Conference 

        The Conference is held annually to highlight 
progress and challenges of iniƟaƟves launched by 
the UTokyo New York Office. Themes discussed at 
the 2017 meeƟng were  ‘Working with Deadly Vi-
ruses: BaƩling Ebola and Influenza’ and ‘Prevent 
Alzheimer’s: Tohoku RejuvenaƟon Project with the 
American Pecan Nuts. ’  

 

March 2018 onwards Future events include a 
workshop in March 2018 

        The details will be posted on the UTokyo New 

(Continued on page 10) 

UTokyo New York Office welcomes collabora-
Ɵve acƟviƟes 
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Old trees bear an important role in boreal forest in 
northern California  

York Office.hƩp://utny.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ 

The UTokyo New York Office welcomes dona-
Ɵons for the management and acƟviƟes of the 
office. We thank you for cooperaƟon and un-
derstanding. 

hƩp://utny.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/donaƟon.html 

(ConƟnued from page 9) 

 

 

In the Boreal forests of Northern California, 
there are a large number of spruce, cypress, se-
quoia and cedar trees, many of them are over hun-
dreds of years old. It’s a divine area in a way and it 
makes for an exciƟng sightseeing trip. For example, 
this area has the tallest sequoia tree, which is 
named “Hyperion”, whose height is 115.55 meters 
(about 380 Ō.). It has gradually become known in 
recent years that this area plays another profound 
role. In this environment old trees are never wast-
ed. Rather they play a crucial part in maintaining 
the global environment.  

 

In 2011, Dr. Z. Lindo has published a paper ([1]) 
staƟng that “Cyanobacteria living symbioƟcally with 
mosses in Old trees helps forests to grow” in these 
boreal forest. This is mainly because cyanobacteria 
have a special ability called “Biological Nitrogen Fix-
aƟon (BNF)”. This ability allows them to produce 
Ammonia nitrogen that mosses change to Glutamic 
acid. This supports a variety of organisms that 
thrive in these forests. One of her paper’s im-

portant results is that the forest need to use these 
old trees at a large scale.  

 

My recent study ([2]) has supported her conclu-
sion theoreƟcally by using a mathemaƟcal model of 
molecular dynamics from the viewpoint of mathe-
maƟcal life Science and its simulaƟons. In the first 
place BNF is based on Nitrogenase’s acƟvity, which 
is enzyme working on normal temperature and on 
normal pressure in the cyanobacteria cell to pro-
duce ammonia nitrogen from nitrogen molecules in 
the air. Therefore the mathemaƟcal life scienƟfic 
model system (presented in [2]) composed of ordi-
nary differenƟal equaƟons with mass conserved 
laws has a Michaelis-Menten type of nonlinearity. 
My result comes from a typical nonlinear reacƟon 
with a scale parameter.  

 

The result shows that if the forest scale is small-
er, then cyanobacteria’s BNF process is precarious. 
Moreover, it is likely to come to a stop sooner. But 

                                           Isamu Ohnishi (Graduate School of Science, Hiroshima University)  
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if the forest is larger in scale, then the process does 
not easily stop once it has begun. This is a kind of 
“scale merit”, which follows from mathemaƟcal life 
scienƟfic theory based on BNF’s molecular mecha-
nism. In large scale boreal forests, a mutually sym-
bioƟc system composed of cyanobacteria, mosses, 
and old trees silently and slowly plays a crucial role. 
My theoreƟcal result supports Dr. Lindo’s study. 
Generally speaking, forests should be maintained 
at a large scale so that they conƟnue to grow and 
play their crucial role in the global environment.  

References: 

[1] Lindo Z, Whiteley JA. 2011. Old trees contribute 

bio-available nitrogen through canopy bryophytes. 
Plant Soil342: 141-148. 

[2] Ohnishi I., 2017, Memory reinforcement with 

scale effect and its applicaƟon to mutual symbiosis 
among terrestrial cyanobacteria of Nostochieae, 
feather mosses, and old trees in boreal forests, 
Global Science Chronicle, Vol.1(1): 1-7. 

Mutual Exchanges under the Agreement of Japan-US 

Six-University ConsorƟum  

                                        Seiji Fukazawa, Graduate School of EducaƟon, Hiroshima University 

Hiroshima University Graduate School of 
EducaƟon has been conƟnuing mutual exchanges 
of teaching staff and students ever since signing an 
agreement at the Japan-US six-university consorƟ-
um in 2006. This consorƟum consists of three uni-
versiƟes in western Japan (Hiroshima University’s 
Graduate School of EducaƟon, Osaka University of 
EducaƟon, and Naruto University of EducaƟon) 
and three universiƟes in the U.S. (University of 
North Carolina Wilmington, East Carolina Universi-
ty, and Western Carolina University). The goal of 
this consorƟum is to enhance the mutual academ-
ic and professional exchanges amongst subject 
teaching, elementary and secondary educaƟon, 
and teacher educaƟon programs by leveraging the 
strengths of each university’s training program in 
both countries. To achieve this goal, the three uni-
versiƟes in western Japan have been working 
closely with each other, holding follow-up 
meeƟngs every year and rotaƟng event hosƟng 
duƟes. Here is a report on some of their major ac-
ƟviƟes.   

First, several teacher/staff exchanges 
have been ongoing since the early years of this 

agreement. Groups of educators ranging from kin-
dergarten to university level from both countries 
have parƟcipated in numerous school visits. The 
groups have had numerous opportuniƟes to ex-
changing opinions and ideas regarding their local 
educaƟon systems, educaƟon policies, teaching 
methods, pre/in-service teacher training and so 
on. It has provided teachers and staff with oppor-
tuniƟes to learn from one another and to discover 
similariƟes and differences between the two coun-
tries.   

Second, under this bilateral Ɵe of friend-
ship, Hiroshima University’s Graduate School of 
EducaƟon has been holding an overseas teaching 
pracƟcum for more than ten years for graduate 
students of educaƟon in North Carolina who focus 
on elementary and middle school. With the sup-
port of East Carolina University and their counter-
part, Hiroshima University, the parƟcipants ac-
quired valuable experience teaching in American 
public schools. In surveys the parƟcipants evaluat-
ed the programs very favorably. Specifically, par-
Ɵcipants reported personal growth and develop-
ment in the following areas: communicaƟon abil-
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ApplicaƟon deadline to JSPS Tokyo Office:  

April 2 - 6, 2018 * 

Postdoctoral Fellowship for Overseas Researchers  
hƩps://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-fellow/applicaƟon-18.html 

- Short‐term Program  (1‐12 months) 

April 23 - 27, 2018 * 

Postdoctoral Fellowship for Overseas Researchers  
hƩps://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-fellow/applicaƟon-18.html 

- Standard (12-24 months) 

InvitaƟon Fellowship for Overseas Researchers  
hƩps://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/apply18.html 

- Short-term (14-60 days) 

- Short-term S (7-30 days) 

*The deadline is for the host insƟtuƟon to submit the applicaƟon to JSPS Tokyo0; generally, applicants 
must submit documents to host insƟtuƟon 1-2 months prior to this deadline.  

ity, exposure to a diverse community and society, 
and a willingness to take risks and try new things.   

Third, as a part of the exchange agree-
ment, Hiroshima University’s Department of English 
Language EducaƟon hosts a group of students from 
Western Carolina University studying Japanese as 
part of the Japan Tour program every summer. Last 
year a group of six undergraduate students came to 
Hiroshima and enjoyed mingling with a group of 
local students. One of the Japanese parƟcipants 
liked the experience so much that she decided to 
study abroad in Western Carolina next year. 

   This Japan-US six university consorƟum has 
played a key role in developing and fostering future 
global educaƟon leaders who can promote global 
partnerships in an educaƟonal context. We strongly 
believe that this is in harmony with our university’s 
guiding principles: The pursuit of peace, the devel-
opment of intellectual aƫtudes which always seek 
peaceful soluƟons to the problems affecƟng society 
and the world at large, collaboraƟon with the local, 
regional, and internaƟonal community, and the cre-
aƟon and maintenance of a university with a strong 
internaƟonal awareness that can efficiently dissem-
inate knowledge on a worldwide scale. 

You can also refer to the following arƟcles. 

For Americans, understanding money eases old age anxiety 

hƩps://www.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/en/news/43810 

Hiroshima University Enters into Inter-university Partnership with University of California, Berkeley 

hƩps://www.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/en/news/42767 

UPCOMING APPLICATION DEADLINES: FELLOWSHIP  

PROGRAMS  
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   OFFICE STAFF SWITCH 
Farewell to our Advisors and  InternaƟonal Program Associates 

   Ayako Shimizu leŌ the United States at the 
end of March and returned to the Ministry of Edu-
caƟon, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 
(MEXT) in Japan. She was a visiƟng scholar at the 
University of California, the Office of the President 
(UCOP) since August 2016 through an exchange 
program. She also served as a senior adviser for the 
JSPS San Francisco Office. 

           At UCOP, she researched governance and 
management at the UC system. Her research paper 
looked at the UC system from 10 different perspec-
Ɵves such as autonomy, mulƟ-campus system, 
shared-governance, finance, student’s cost, quality 
assurance, faculty evaluaƟon, IR. 

           She was most impressed by the UC’s decision
-making process. “Before coming here, I thought 
that there must be very strong leadership from the 
President and that the decision-making process 

would be very top-down to survive in a very com-
peƟƟve society,” she said. “But I found that the de-
cision-making process was much more democraƟc 
especially for faculty. She thought that the UC was 
like ‘one society’ which placed value on every part 
of the organizaƟon.  

          She is extremely thankful to the University of 
California and the many people who gave her such 
a great opportunity to learn about UC and US socie-
ty more broadly.  

Ayako Shimizu (Advisor from Ministry of EducaƟon, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology– Japan (MEXT)) 

    Yuki Nakamura completed his commitment to 
JSPS San Francisco and leŌ the U.S. returning to 
MEXT at the end of March. 

         He served as Advisor to the JSPS San Francisco 
office for one year and nine months. He was com-
miƩed to achieving the aims of JSPS San Francisco 
office not only through advising but also direct ac-
Ɵon. In parƟcular, he revised and acƟvely dissemi-
nated a presentaƟon of useful informaƟon on Cali-
fornia’s higher educaƟon system and JSPS fellow-
ships. He gave the presentaƟon to office visitors 
and researchers from abroad in aƩempts to foster 
a deeper understanding between Japan and the 
U.S.  

     He also conducted a comparaƟve study on 
the Board of EducaƟon system in Japan and the 
U.S. as a visiƟng scholar at the University of Califor-

nia, Berkeley where he interviewed numerous edu-
cators, administrators and students. 

        He appreciates the kindness he has received 
from many of the people he’s met here. He wants 
to make the most of these precious experiences 
for his future work. And he hopes to contribute to 
the strengthening of relaƟons between Japan and 
the U.S. 

Yuki Nakamura (Advisor from MEXT )  
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Japan Society for the PromoƟon of Science 
(JSPS)  
San Francisco Office 
2001 Addison St., #260, Berkeley, CA 94704 

 

      While working at the JSPS San Francisco 
Office he has talked with many researchers, stu-
dents and administraƟve staff members. They 
have taught him a great deal about higher educa-
Ɵon and academia in both Japan and the US. He is 
very proud to hear that many researchers in the 
US have a high opinion of research in Japan and of 
Japanese researchers.  

      He thinks universiƟes and researchers in Ja-
pan should be more confident when reaching out 
and aƩempƟng to enhance their presence in in-
ternaƟonal academic community. He would like to 
help the process of internaƟonalizaƟon while 
thinking about how he can contribute to Shimane 
University. 

    He also had the opportunity to travel to var-
ious places and make some great memories. 
Someday he would like to come back to California. 
He wants to thank everyone at the JSPS San Fran-
cisco Office and all of the people he has met here 
in the US. 

Takahiro Oyama (InternaƟonal Program Associates from ToƩori University) 

Kosuke Takahashi (InternaƟonal Program Associates from Shimane University) 

    `Time flies` The day he arrived in Berkeley-

seems like only yesterday. Over this past year, he 
has worked on a variety of projects such as pro-
moƟng JSPS fellowship programs, supporƟng the 
acƟviƟes of the Japanese University Network in the 
Bay Area (JUNBA), organizing the  Japanese Re-
searcher Gathering, coordinaƟng the workshop for 
Japanese University administraƟve staff, ediƟng 
this newsleƩer and many other things. One of the 
most beneficial experiences was planning the Japa-
nese Researcher Gathering twice a year, in the 
summer and winter.  It was very challenging to plan 
new projects in this events, but he was able to im-
prove his skills at conceiving, proposing and exe-
cuƟng  new projects. 

        All of these experiences have broadened his 

mind and strengthened his desire to work as a uni-
versity administraƟve staff member. He really ap-
preciates all the support from his coworkers He 
worked with and receiving this opportunity to ex-
perience many things here in the U.S. 


